
Publishing Paradigms of the 
Future: Where are We Headed?

Stephen Downes
Canadian Association of Learned Journals

Congress of the Canadian Federation of Humanities and Social Sciences

May 27, 2012



What’s Coming?

• Open
• Digital
• Distributed



1. Trends



Welcome to Your Death

http://www.tomscott.com/life/ http://www.downes.ca/post/58146

http://www.tomscott.com/life/
http://www.downes.ca/post/58146


And so it begins 

http://www.downes.ca/post/58190 http://opencontent.org/blog/archives/2329

http://www.downes.ca/post/58190
http://opencontent.org/blog/archives/2329


Connectivsm and Connective Knowledge

• http://www.downes.ca/post/58207 - http://www.downes.ca/archive/me/mybooks.htm

http://www.downes.ca/post/58207
http://www.downes.ca/archive/me/mybooks.htm


Love Letter to Plywood

http://www.downes.ca/post/58164http://www.youtube.com/watch?&v=NZU1B8k
b8EQ

http://www.downes.ca/post/58164
http://www.youtube.com/watch?&v=NZU1B8kb8EQ


The university system won’t last

http://www.downes.ca/post/58132http://www.openculture.com/2012/05/why_the_university
_system_as_we_know_it_cant_last.html

http://www.downes.ca/post/58132
http://www.openculture.com/2012/05/why_the_university_system_as_we_know_it_cant_last.html


2. Open



The push toward open: costs

http://www.downes.ca/post/58136http://www.ottawacitizen.com/opinion/op-
ed/Canada/6575890/story.html

http://www.downes.ca/post/58136
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/opinion/op-ed/Canada/6575890/story.html


Mandated Open Access

http://thefinchandpea.com/2012/05/18/mand
ating-open-access-science-publishing/



Sustainability

http://www.biomedcentral.com/about/apcfaq
/howmuch

http://www.biomedcentral.com/about/apcfaq/howmuch


Sherpa

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/index.html

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/index.html


Pan-Canadian network

http://www.downes.ca/post/58218

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opini
ons/opinion/an-online-opportunity-for-
canadian-universities/article2436343/

An online opportunity for Canadian 
universities 

http://www.downes.ca/post/58218
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/opinion/an-online-opportunity-for-canadian-universities/article2436343/


Learning Resource Metadata 
Initiative

http://www.downes.ca/post/58217

http://www.creativecommons.org.uk/blog/tab
id/84/EntryId/23/Learning-Resource-
Metadata-Initiative-by-Phil-Barker-JISC-
CETIS.aspx

http://www.downes.ca/post/58217
http://www.creativecommons.org.uk/blog/tabid/84/EntryId/23/Learning-Resource-Metadata-Initiative-by-Phil-Barker-JISC-CETIS.aspx


Yes, it takes more than Access

http://www.downes.ca/post/58238

http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2012/05/23
/intellectual-access-it-takes-more-than-
accessibility/

http://www.downes.ca/post/58238
http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2012/05/23/intellectual-access-it-takes-more-than-accessibility/


The Tyranny of Openness

http://jennymackness.wordpress.com/2012/05
/15/scholarship-and-the-tyranny-of-openness/ http://www.downes.ca/post/58191

http://jennymackness.wordpress.com/2012/05/15/scholarship-and-the-tyranny-of-openness/
http://www.downes.ca/post/58191


3. Digital



The Big Think – A Blend

http://edge.bigthink.com/

http://edge.bigthink.com/


Beyond Academic Resources

http://www.downes.ca/post/58152
http://dougpete.wordpress.com/2012/05/14/
open-clip-art-gallery/

http://www.downes.ca/post/58152
http://dougpete.wordpress.com/2012/05/14/open-clip-art-gallery/


Turn It In

http://www.downes.ca/post/58134

http://www.dontwasteyourtime.co.uk/elearni
ng/turnitin-10-types-of-unoriginal-work-
turnitin-edtech/

http://www.downes.ca/post/58134
http://www.dontwasteyourtime.co.uk/elearning/turnitin-10-types-of-unoriginal-work-turnitin-edtech/


The Nature of Digital Influence

http://www.downes.ca/post/58135http://ryan2point0.wordpress.com/2012/05/1
4/the-nature-of-digital-influence/

http://www.downes.ca/post/58135
http://ryan2point0.wordpress.com/2012/05/14/the-nature-of-digital-influence/


Why We Killed Our Paper (Version)

http://www.downes.ca/post/58252
http://www.pbs.org/mediashift/2012/05/why-
we-killed-our-college-daily-paper-for-a-more-
digital-future145.html

http://www.downes.ca/post/58252
http://www.pbs.org/mediashift/2012/05/why-we-killed-our-college-daily-paper-for-a-more-digital-future145.html


Smart Touch

http://www.downes.ca/post/58220
http://rossdawsonblog.com/weblog/archives/
2012/05/researchers-develop-smart-touch-
responsive-internet-enabled-newspaper.html

http://www.downes.ca/post/58220
http://rossdawsonblog.com/weblog/archives/2012/05/researchers-develop-smart-touch-responsive-internet-enabled-newspaper.html


Adaptive Images

http://www.downes.ca/post/58188

http://www.webmonkey.com/2012/05/ready-
or-not-adaptive-image-solution-is-now-part-
of-html/

http://www.downes.ca/post/58188
http://www.webmonkey.com/2012/05/ready-or-not-adaptive-image-solution-is-now-part-of-html/


The Moog Doodle

http://www.downes.ca/post/58247

http://educationaltechnologyguy.blogspot.ca/
2012/05/google-doodle-honors-bob-moog-
inventor.html

http://educationaltechnologyguy.blogspot.com/2011/12/google-doodles-site-updated-find-your.html

http://www.downes.ca/post/58247
http://educationaltechnologyguy.blogspot.ca/2012/05/google-doodle-honors-bob-moog-inventor.html
http://educationaltechnologyguy.blogspot.com/2011/12/google-doodles-site-updated-find-your.html


Turning Docs Into Pictures

http://www.downes.ca/post/58254

http://www.pbs.org/idealab/2012/05/how-
the-aps-overview-turns-documents-into-
pictures144.html

http://www.downes.ca/post/58254
http://www.pbs.org/idealab/2012/05/how-the-aps-overview-turns-documents-into-pictures144.html


Virtual Exercises

http://www.downes.ca/post/58219

http://www.downes.ca/post/58219


Edshelf



4. Distributed



OLDaily

http://www.downes.ca/archive/12/05_18_ne
ws_OLDaily.htm

http://www.downes.ca/archive/12/05_18_news_OLDaily.htm


So.cl

http://www.downes.ca/post/58203http://venturebeat.com/2012/05/20/microsof
t-socl-launches/

http://www.downes.ca/post/58203
http://venturebeat.com/2012/05/20/microsoft-socl-launches/


The Twitter Signal Channel

http://www.downes.ca/post/58133

http://ukwebfocus.wordpress.com/2012/05/1
4/how-bottlenose-helps-turn-twitter-into-a-
high-signal-channel/

http://www.downes.ca/post/58133
http://ukwebfocus.wordpress.com/2012/05/14/how-bottlenose-helps-turn-twitter-into-a-high-signal-channel/


Beware of Amazon

http://www.downes.ca/post/58249
http://ccarts.ca/in-the-news/articles/beware-
of-amazon/

http://www.downes.ca/post/58249
http://ccarts.ca/in-the-news/articles/beware-of-amazon/


Fear of a YouTube Planet

http://bavatuesdays.com/fear-of-a-youtube-
planet/

http://www.downes.ca/post/58245

http://bavatuesdays.com/fear-of-a-youtube-planet/
http://www.downes.ca/post/58245


The Dangers of Centralization

http://www.downes.ca/post/58187

http://www.businessinsider.com/nick-
hanauer-ted-presentation-about-why-rich-
people-arent-job-creators-2012-5

http://www.downes.ca/post/58187
http://www.businessinsider.com/nick-hanauer-ted-presentation-about-why-rich-people-arent-job-creators-2012-5


The Case of Wikipedia and Reddit

http://www.downes.ca/post/58159
http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/
2012/05/how-the-professor-who-fooled-
wikipedia-got-caught-by-reddit/257134/

http://www.downes.ca/post/58159
http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/05/how-the-professor-who-fooled-wikipedia-got-caught-by-reddit/257134/


The Research 
Sidebar

http://googlesystem.blogspot.ca/2012/05/rese
arch-sidebar-in-google-docs.html

http://www.downes.ca/post/58163

http://googlesystem.blogspot.ca/2012/05/research-sidebar-in-google-docs.html
http://www.downes.ca/post/58163


SPAWS

paradata recipes -
use case - http://www.downes.ca/post/58255http://www.downes.ca/post/58221

http://www.downes.ca/post/58255
http://www.downes.ca/post/58221


Oauth is Your Future

http://www.downes.ca/post/58186

http://www.downes.ca/post/58186


Cloud Storage for the People

http://www.readwriteweb.com/cloud/2012/05
/s3-storage-for-wordpress-blogs.php http://www.downes.ca/post/58189

http://www.readwriteweb.com/cloud/2012/05/s3-storage-for-wordpress-blogs.php
http://www.downes.ca/post/58189


The Emergence of the Internet 
Constituency

http://www.hyperorg.com/blogger/2012/05/2
4/11874/

http://www.pbs.org/mediashift/2012/05/the-
media-consortium-inside-our-may-day-
collaboration145.html

people are forming their own media consortia.http://www.themediaconsortium.org/

http://www.hyperorg.com/blogger/2012/05/24/11874/
http://www.pbs.org/mediashift/2012/05/the-media-consortium-inside-our-may-day-collaboration145.html
http://www.themediaconsortium.org/


Media Co-ops

http://freemoncton.pbworks.com
http://freemoncton.pbworks.com/w/page/486
17539/Alternative%20Media

http://www.mediacoop.ca/

http://freemoncton.pbworks.com
http://freemoncton.pbworks.com/w/page/48617539/Alternative%20Media
http://www.mediacoop.ca/


Moncton Free Press

http://monctonfreepress.ca/

http://monctonfreepress.ca/


5. The Open Learning Phenomenon



The Big Schools

http://www.downes.ca/post/58206http://www.michaelgeist.ca/content/view/649
9/135/

http://www.downes.ca/post/58206
http://www.michaelgeist.ca/content/view/6499/135/


New Model, Same Old Story?

Let them eat MOOC

http://www.downes.ca/post/58235

http://www.downes.ca/post/58235


Unbundling Education

http://www.downes.ca/post/58176http://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/strated
gy/foundations-strategy-part-3-technology

http://www.downes.ca/post/58176
http://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/stratedgy/foundations-strategy-part-3-technology


Schoolers, Edupunks and Makers

http://www.downes.ca/post/58205http://radar.oreilly.com/2012/05/schoolers-
edupunks-makers-learning.html

http://www.downes.ca/post/58205
http://radar.oreilly.com/2012/05/schoolers-edupunks-makers-learning.html


Our MOOCs

http://change.mooc.ca/

http://change.mooc.ca/


Open Online Learning – the MOOC 

http://www.downes.ca/post/58175

http://www.downes.ca/post/58175


The Qualified Self

http://www.downes.ca/post/58148

http://www.downes.ca/post/58148


Personal Learning

http://dmlcentral.net/blog/howard-
rheingold/diy-u-interview-anya-kamenetz http://www.downes.ca/post/58150

http://dmlcentral.net/blog/howard-rheingold/diy-u-interview-anya-kamenetz
http://www.downes.ca/post/58150


Life portfolio

http://www.downes.ca/post/58174http://leelearning.wordpress.com/2012/05/17
/life-portfolio/

http://www.downes.ca/post/58174
http://leelearning.wordpress.com/2012/05/17/life-portfolio/


Experts on tap, not on top

http://www.downes.ca/post/58149http://opencontent.org/blog/archives/2326

http://www.downes.ca/post/58149
http://opencontent.org/blog/archives/2326


We’ll never turn back

http://www.downes.ca/post/58137

http://www.downes.ca/post/58137


• Stephen Downes
• http://www.downes.ca
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